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A BETTER LIFE
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ald, six-foor-three Russian entre-
preneer, introduced his Imperia vodka
here earicr this month with a party for
o thousand guests ar the foor of the
Statue of Liberty.

“ just like people—many, many peo-
ple,” he eaid out ar Liberty [sland on the eve
of the party. “I want to do something for
people. This drives me. 1 am president of
Russian Saandard Company, biggest heary
vodka in Russia. My bank, Russian Stan-
dard Bank, issues biggest number of aredit
cards in Bussia. 1 want for Russian people
o have their own best vodka, their own
best bank, their own best credit card.”

Tariko has dark, thick hair, long w
the collar, and he was dressed in rumpled
Armani. His assistant, Tatyana Polya-
kowva, with short blond hair, had on
snicakers and an embroidered silk jacker.
(*Bought in antique market in Shang-
hai,” she said.) She watched her boss at-
tentively as he directed srmangements for
the enormous party. Beams of red light
shone through rows of clear, red-capped
bottles of the new vodka.“More red!”
Tariko shouted.

“Roustam is a hands-on president,”
Polyakova said, in slightly Oxford
accented English. “Roustam always knows.
[ go with Roustam to work in all the
countries, Always flying, In Roustam's
plane, making international business. |
arn from Estonia. 1 learmed my :'L;,]J:,h
trom the BBC. Foustam grew up in Ta-
tarstan. His mother was Communist
Party afficial, i"::'n stern Communist,”
she said pleasantly,

Tarko mmed o consult with a crew
hanging giant Russian and American
flage near the red-lit vodka bottles. He
then supervised the positioning of an en-
tertainment stage on a docked barge, and
he checked the acoustics for an orchestma
that would be playing Rachmaninoff and
Tehaikovsky:

“Roustam, look,” Polyakova said, in-
dicating the lit-up Statue of Liberty:.

“So important,” he said, *1 knew my
party rnusr be with Statue of Liberty.
Symbal of a better life." He went on,
"Guests will sit on big black velver pil-
lows decorated with gold crest, like Ro-
manoffs. We follow menn of Tsar Alex-
ander [11. Best beluga caviar, served only
with blinis and sour cream. Highest
quality piroshld! Russian meatballs in
vodka sauce on black wothpicks, quail
eggs with horseradish cream, red borschr,
whole roaseed sSturgeon, :u{;k.]ing pig,
beef Stroganoff, Chilled Imperia vodkal
We drink, we drink;, we drink!”

Tariko sud he had no sense of Amer-
icawhen hewas in scheol, in Tatarstan. *1
was proud of my Sovier country, of wear-
ing Young Pioneer uniform, bombarded
by my mother's Communist propaganda,”
h Ve Gk d H:: WeEIl o ‘L’]lﬂ[lw ||:|.‘ I!||.c first
tirne at seventeen, to enroll in the Moscow
Institute of Transport Engineers. “1 had
English grammar book and started to
reach myself,” he eaid. 1 read ‘Carcher in
Rye, in Russian. ] was amazed at freedom
in "Catcher in R}T.I. Freedom ta have those
perceptions of life!

"My biggest entertainment in Mos-
COW Was 1o go to the subvay and warch
people,” he continued. “When Ameri-
can students visited, [ warched them, 1
learned English from them. They wok
me 1o only pizza shop at that time in
Moscow, 1979, for first pizza. One in-
credibile guy, from Texas, gave me

jeans, gave me pole shirts, He was a

peor guy, but with a big heart. In Ta-
tarstan, | never had a drink of vodka, At
student party, 1 drank vodka for first
time. Terrible taste, so we put it with
Coca-Cola. We students did not have

ice, Americans ook me to hotel tor for-
eigners, and | had ice for first time, with
Coca-Cola and vodka. Bur still vodka
had terrible taste, Imperia is only homey
vodka in Russia. Is now seventy per cent
of premium vodka consumed in Russia,
Is good for people.

Reourtam Tarite

“Better life for people,” he went on. “1
go where | want, when [ want. 1 live, in
Moscow, in best residential area. I havea
house in Sardinia; 1 just boughr ir, from
wife of Silvio Berluscond, 1 never do any-
u!iTlH I ljU nok I.iJU:. I. 'L&l ok ['[ll.:lr.d.izl:. 1
never distinguish berween work and
pleasure, I admire Bill Gates, 1 aspire for
1]:1ri\':sl|.' meeting with Bill Gates. 1 want
to ask, "Whart drives you”"

—I.ilfian Rass



